[Mortality of respiratory diseases in the years 1981-2000].
Diseases of respiratory system are the 4th or 5th cause of death depending on epidemiological study. Death certificates for permanent residents in Poznań in the years 1981-2000, where underlying cause of death were respiratory diseases were analysed. Deaths from TB were also included which though classified as an infectious disease-affects predominantly respiratory system. Overall male mortality rate from respiratory system diseases had higher values for the most of the period studied, than the same rate for women. In the 90th there was an overall decrease in mortality from the diseases of respiratory system in both sexes with exception of 1999-2000 where there was a rise. At the same time there was a decrease of mortality from pneumonia in both sexes. Up to 1998 a similar tendency in the whole population for the mortality from chronic respiratory diseases was noted. Deaths from influenza and other respiratory system diseases amongst males and females were rare and would not appear in every year under study. Sporadic causes of death from pneumoconiosis were observed mainly in the male population.